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Washington is having its full quota of
operas this j ear. Not a w eek .has passed
during the last two months without Its

fchare of knock-knee- d choruses and bald-head-

orchestra leaders. Orpheus, who
must hac made a general nuisance of

himself If the lutes be used were no more !

tuneful than are those now on exhibition
In aious conservatories, has been for
tome time the reigning god of the locali-

ties, occasionally being seen astride of

the golden calf, but oftener supported
only by his own satisfaction. It naa
to have been expected that under these
circumstances theater-goer- s would have
grown wear of any entertainment in
which there was the suggestion of opera
and jet no less than three of the visit-

ing combinations have done an enormous
baslness The last of these came to town
Mondaj-- night, and established so many
Tecords that space forbids detailing them.
Sulilce It, then, to say that Trank Daniels
and his dual successes, "The" Wizard of

the Nile" and "The Idol's Eje," not only
packed the Columbia at every perform-
ance but came dangerously near over-loppi-

the high-wat- er mark left bj- - the
last booking there. Three weeks of one
comedian within half a jear and nearly
J39,000 to his credit for that period creates
a new standard In the theatrical annals of
this citj-- . Of course, with one house
being crowded to the doors continuallj
the remainder could not have expected
to do much and they didn't. "Because
She Loved Him So" began at the National
with a wretched audience and, while the
undoubted merit of plaj' and plaj ers in
creased business later on. Treasurer
Smith was enabled to take more of a va
cation than he has been given since the
date ot "The Girl Trom Paris." Despite
the fact that it caters to a class not I

much attracted by Mr. Daniels and his
assistants, "The Old Homestead" had
rather poor luck at the Lafayette, though
"My Friend From India" was given 'to
very fair sized assemblages at the Acad-
emy. The Bijou and Kernan's did their
accustomed filllng-u- p act, the one with
a vaudeville bill and the other with Van's
"Bohemian Burlesquers."

With classic and melo-dram- a, musical
corned j. farce, variety, and burlesque
tht-r- e should be no lack of "the spice of
life" during the coming week. Charles
U Ilanford, a Washington actor of
.ibiliij, will be seen at the Columbia In a
lepertolre of standard plajs, giving

Othello" on Monday night; "Julius
Ceasar" on Tuesdaj- - night; "The Mer
chtnt of Venice" on Wedresday night;
- ingomar" at the Thursday matinee

Damon and P thias" on Thursday
nigm. virgimus- on Friday evening,
with "The Merchant" and "Julius Caesar"
repeated rcspectlvelj- - Saturday afternoon
and night. James K. Hackett, so often
teen here with Daniel Trohman's organi
zations, will make his local debut as
Mar at the National in the Ljceum's last--

ear success. "The Tree of Knowledge.
droll Dan Dalj returns to the Lafajettc
with "The Belle of New York" and "Town
Topics" comes to the Academj for the
usual stay. "Vanitj- - Fair" is to be the
offering at Kernan's, while another vaude
ville bill is booked at the Bijou.

Columbia Cluirlex II. Ilanford.
There are few mmes recorded in the

dtairatic historj of America which have
bpen mure thoroughly associated with
great Shakespearean companies than lias
tl-- of diaries B. Hanford, who appears
in---

, week at the Columbia Theater. Tor
focr j ears the star was en tour with
Edwin Booth, Lawrence Barrett and
Ma lame Modjeska; two years he spent
viih Julia Marlowe; two years at the
brad of his own companj-- , and during the
liat few seasons filled the dual capacity
of manager and co-st-ar with the late
T lomas w. Keene. Mr. Hanford is un-q- u

tlunablj in the ery front rank of the
Usitimate actors of this great country.

1 he repertoire chosen for the actor's lo-

cal engagement will Include six plajs. On
Mondaj evening "Othello" will be given,
vv (h Mr. Hanford as the Moor: on Tues-l- a

and Saturdaj nights, "Julius Caesar,"
with Mr. Hanford as Brutus and Marc
Antony, respectlv elj ; on Wednesdaj night
and at the Saturday matinee. "The Mer-
chant of Venice;" on Thursday afternoon,Ingomar;" on Thursday night, "Damon
and Pjthias," and on rriday. "Virglnius "

Mr. Hanford's supporting company Is
said to be the strongest associated withanv legitimate plajer in America. It in-c- lu

es Marie Drofnah, Miry Timberman,John A Ellsler, Trank Hennig, George
Morton. Lawrence Lowell, John MiltonPaul G. Taj lor. Richard Buhler, James.ung-- , and others of equal standing Intin .heatrical profession.

1 he staging of each of the pieces to be
I reamed will be a feature oC the

Mr Hanford c'aiming to carry
with him two car.oads of scenery fort.e elaborate and correct production ofea .i offering In his rero to! e The cos-tuming of all the caaracteis should beboth rich and hlstoricallj Thecntiie local booking i plien by Mr. Han-- f

i- -d and the management of the Colum-h.- a
Theater as u testimonial benefit to

the Knights of Pjthias of the cltv ofWashington and It Is ejected that tho
members of that order will turn out infull force during the week. The sale ofindicates that Mr. Hanford will
I hi to a series of full houses.

AlUiimnI-"T- Iio Tri-.- . of KnonleilKcV
In the Icidlng role of R G Carton's

rrodem society drama, "The Tree of
Knowledge," that talented joung actor,
James K. Hackett, is said to be winning
thorough approval during this, his first
annual tour, under the management of
Daniel Frohman. The play comes to the
New National tomorrow night for a
week's run, this marking Its first pre-
sentation in Washington, and the firstappearance here of Mr. Hackett In a stel-
lar capacltj-- . But he is n by
reason of his previous local workns leading man of the Lyceum Stock
Company of New York, and In Important
roles in other productions of dajs gone j

by. Mr. Hackett Is a very oung man
to hold the important p'ace be now doss
in the dramatic world, being consider-
ably under thirty, and It seems entire!

j reasonable to predict a successful career
lor mm- - He is of excellent presence, line
of form, graceful In movement and has
a fine face and splendid olce, of all of
which he knows well how to make good
use.. His acting is marked by intelli-
gence. The play Is said to be- - cleverly
constructed, the lines In which it is told
being strongly epigrammatic and bril-
liant in more than an ordinarv degree
It is mentioned a:, being superb y staged,
the original scenery from the Ljceum
Theater being used. In Mr Hackett's
company are Mabel Amber, who will
play the adventuress. Belle Holllng-wort- h;

Miriam Nesbltt, Arthur Hoops,
AVIUIam riviHe, Longley Taj lor, E. W.
Thomas, Gertrude Rivers, Mrs Owen
Marlowe and Ilenr Motto. During the
engagement there wijl ba two matinees.

ljel,L..T)le 1IeIIe f Ae Y..rk.
Kor she is tie belle of Jew ork.
Tlie subject of all the town tall..

fche make the old Bower
Fragrant and flower

"haie'rc the goes out for a wall.."
This is the description given of a cer-

tain Salvation Armj-- lassie, who furnishes
the title of the Casino success which
comes to tho Lafajettc this week. The
lines arc sung In the first act of the
piece to the accompaniment of one of
those daintj' little airs for the composi-
tion of which Gustave Kerker has

famous. Later on In the same scene
this plouslj -- inclined little lad- - complains:

"I find it very difficult to waVe joraig men rc--
llglOUn

la saving them from awful an the labor is pro-
digious

For when I ask them to tie good,
As all joung men should lie.

They onlj say the would
Be very good to me."

It Is said that am one who sees the
production ot 'The Belle of New York"
to be given here, and in doing so pajs
any attention to the clever personage who
sings the title role, w 111 hav e no difficult
In understanding the perversitj" of the
gentlemen in question.. In tact, there
have been found newspaper men In other
cities where the presentation has been
offered who were willing to state that
the entire feminine contingent nas pos-

sessed of sufficient attractiveness to
make anj" connoiseur of female loveliness
backslide with such rapidity as to in-

duce seasickness Tastily dressed In cos-

tumes of becoming costliness the girls
engaged in exploiting ' The Belle" should
create havoc among the local Johnnies

No one has promised that Washington
women will find an thing equally charm-
ing in the masculinity of the organiza-
tion. Dan Daly, who Is one of the fun-

niest men alive, has never been accused
either of possessing a voluptuous figure
or a face of entrancing beauty. Indeed,
Mr. Daly has often been said to weigh
less to the inch than an other man be-

fore the American public museums bar-

red from competition. The elongated
comedian, in most essentials, compares
favorably with tho best Known stars on
tho road and makes up in ability what
he loses in appearance. ,

Of the opera itself little need be said.
It created an Impression during its first
local engagement only second to that
which preceded its long run in New York
and London. Neither Mr. Morton nor
Mr. Kerker has ever produced a more de-

lightful and thoroughly enjojable work.
The cast to be seen in the production has
been highly praised throughout the coun-

try and will undoubtedly be well receiv-

ed here. The sale of seats has been en-
large

"Town Topics."
"Town Topics" is a title that suggests

.,11 v.in,i nf humorous possibilities, and
they are said to be found in the farce-

comedy of that name, which will be seen

this week at the Academy of Music. The
play opens In Mrs Quick's hostelry. The
American boarding-hous- e is familiar to

most, who know that there is alwajs
something to promote fun and indigestion
in that interesting institution. The boarding--

house in "Town Topics" is a lively
place, and should serve to introduce
plenty of fun. World, Garnello and Mack,
who play the principal parts in the com-

edy, declare that djspepsia is an un-

known quantity there, however, there be-

ing too much laughter for prunes and
corn-be- to lie heavy on one's stomach.
Burglars break into the place and steal
silverware and a coat. Then the hus-
band of the presiding goddess goes to
New York to look for the thieves, and
one can imagine what happens to him.
The second act of the piece shows Broad-w- aj

that part known as the "Klalto."
Here the husband meets some nice gen-
tlemen, who give him the "glad hand,"
and lead him into all sorts of scrapes.
He meets some beautiful girls, too, and
they help the fun along. They sing, they
dance, they kick, and do their best gen-
erally to promote a time. In
the last scene tho husband is homo again,
and he has to settle matters with his
wife. The story is straight and to the
point, but it Is interrupted frequently to
allow ot musical and terpslchorean num-
bers, with several specialties. These all
grow out of the action of the play, and
are not lugged in awkwardly, as is often
the case In performances lacking the fin-

ish that is said to distinguish "Town
Topics." Mr. Garnello has rewritten the
farce-come- d entirely, and it is right up
to date, with all the new things that
have created sensations in London, Paris
and New York deftlj woven Into the ac-
tion.

Ifcrnan'x "VniiH Fair."
Bright and catchy music, talented as

well as pretty girls, exceedingly clever
comedians, agile athletes and jugglers and
a chorus of carefully-traine- d

voices, are promised localites with
"Vanitj- - Tair" when It comes to the Ly-
ceum Theater tomorrow. The curtain
raiser, "A Winter" Carnival," will offer
plenty of opportunities for entertainment.
Many pleasing Innoiattons are to be in-
troduced, not the least among them be-
ing Pauline Ma hew, in an exhibition ot
fancj bag punching. Tho olio Is said to be
made up of clev er people, among whom
are the vivacious Darling Sisters, in a
bright singing specialty; Topack and
Steel, eccentric comedians: Buth "Ward,
the laughing songstress; Sparrow, in com-
edy juggling; Morrlssy and Rich, a good
team of entertainers: the dainty Sisters
Maher: Farrell and Taj lor, --the musical
kings; Pauline Ma hew, with, her coon
melodies, and, as a fitting finish, the "In-
ternational Female Blcj clisrs," in a most
excitinsv-mil- e rape. This is accomplished
by a European Importation, and is sup
posed to exhibit a remarkable piece ot
mechanism. The burlesnue. "Creme. da
Menthe," is the closing- Item on the pro-

isse
gram, and in it are reserved some of the
best features of the bill. A special fea-
ture of tho performance will be In the In-

troduction of Joe Gans, a pugilist of some
note, who will give what Is promised to
be a spirited exhibition ot the manly art.
In this he will be assisted by his sparring
partner, J. Marshall, who Is also said to
be especially clever.

Ilijon VnmU-- v till".
A farce of more than usual attractive-

ness is promised for this week at the
Bijou, where the house compiny has been
rehearsing one of the most coherent ef-

forts It has ever attempted. A vaudeville
bill of especial excellence will, as usual,
provide most of tho entertainment. The
three sisters Merkel, who arc said to
hive been very successful at Koster A.

Rial's, will present their new acrobatic
act and should score heav Ily. Morton and
Hevelle are nlso to be seen In a sketch,
while O 1C Sato, whose last local appear-
ance was with Grau's celebrities nt the
Grand Opera House, comes back with a
juggling turn that is supposed to discount
an thing else he has ever done. John
and Nellie McCarthy, with Joe and Nellie
Doner, are also to be on the program,
while the remainder of the performance
will be given by people of equal merit.

The "Wnr-nrnp- li.

Tho War Graph is still attracting audi-
ences to Its place ot exhibition in the
Metzerott building, it has already more
than duplicated previous local runs ot
moving picture machines and bids fair to
be successful for some time et. Several
new views have been put In during the
last week and the prospects for patrons
of the amusement are now better than
ever.

THE PASSING SHOW.

"Who will be governor of New York at
this time next jearj" was asked of one
man by another earl' election da.

"Well," was the repl, "if I knew I
should bo too bus making bets on, the
issue to answer your question"

Tho uncertainty that existed then re-

garding the result of the coming count
has been a notable feature ot the theatri-
cal business for some time, and Interest
in the situation has not been lessened by
the fact that more money is involved In
this matter than a dozen induitrious men
could secure in campaign wagers did the
labor unceasing! for a month The pub-
lic is a great patron and managers are
well paid for catering to its wishes, but
unfortunatel-- it is as on
the subject of these desires as Is a woman
on a shopping expedition. There are sev-

eral fortunes waiting for dramatic invest-
ors who can .discover, just, .what class of
entertainment will now prove most tempt-
ing to the whetted appetite of the average
theater-goe- r, though experiments, in the.
cause are so costly and withal so final
that ruin stares blm in tho face who falls.
So it Is that most of tho speculators now
in the field are going about bllndl with
their old material while those whom they
are anxious to please signify emphatically
their disapproval of the dishes served up
to them.

The average amusement lover has
breakfasted and lunclied and dined for
years and years on hash hash made
of the mingled plots and Incidents
that have been placed before gen-
erations of plaj --goers. He has
had mother-in-la- farces,

oung-ma-n comedies,
operas, fortune-wai- t!

melodramas, and
musical offerings, until he is

fairly sick of , them. It occurs to Mm
that new matter has been found for pic-
tures, poetry and prehistoric exhibitions,
and that a little of the sauce of novelty
would taste uncommonly well on the food
passed In his direction So, Instead of eat-
ing the conglomeration he has ordered as
did his forefathers, he merely sends It back
untasted, and another press agent an-
nounces that owing to previous bookings
his successful attraction will leave New-Yor- k

early this season
While, of course, it never occurs to such

a d speptlc that he ma be largely respon-
sible for this state of affairs. It is un-
doubtedly true that he is somewhat to
blame. If, having grown rather fond of
a new pastry, he consumes so much of
it that within a very short space of time
a sight of the stuff nauseates him the
fault cannot be said to lie with his cook.
Four ears ago tho romantic drama in
so far as it related to padded legs, heroic
speeches and exhibitions ot bad fencing-w- as

comparatively unique and promised
to be profitable for an indefinite period.
But no sooner was it brought into the
market and placed on the bill of fare at
the Trohman restaurant than there were
scores of like places opened where the
sweets were served by men of aring
ability and partaken of by purchasers of
varjlng capacity until thej' became no
longer saleable. The "Rosemary's" and
"Prisoner ot Zendas" that might have
been made to stretch through a century
were all crammed Into the space of a
few seasons, with the result that all con-
cerned are now sick and tired of them.

Just exactly what Is to fill the vacant
place on the menu Is uncertain. As-
suredly little that has ever before been
offered will prove delectable. Farce-comed- j-

Is deader than a doornail or, as
Charles Dickens onco suggested, than a
coffin naik Consumers have shown a
hundred times within the last few months
how little domestic infelicity and mis-
taken identity appeal to them, even when
supplied in a most attractive manner.
William Gillette, a theatrical chef of no
mean intelligence, sent Washlngtonians a
reallj' pleasing- - and partially novel salad
last week In the shape of his adaption
from BIsson, "Because She Loved Him
So," and localites stajed away from the
National with anything but commenda-
ble persistence, in consequence. This was
the ninth, preparation of Its sort thatnas been offered here this season, and
no one of them has been in any sense
a financial success. Were It not for fear
of overstepping one's metaphore. it might
be remarked that Palmer's "That Man"
was donp to empty benches; that "A
Misfit Marriage," "Why Smith Left
Home," and "On and Oft" were totally
ignored; that "The Cuckoo" did the
worst business ever known in Oils city;
that "The Finish of Mr. Fresh" was alargo factor in the closing of the Grand;
that "A Brace of Partridges" drew little,
and that "My Friend From India" estab-
lished no records last week. Tarco is
really dead and there is not much chance
cither of resuscitating or of resurrecting

The same thing may be said of thathlghl seasoned relish, the melo-dram-

and of that heavily indigestible pudding,
the English musical comedy. The bad
business being done by popular-price- d

houses and the failure of any number of
the stimulants sold therein proves the
first observ ation, w hile the fact that none
of those concerned have jet recovered
from the effects of "An Artist's Model"
and "In Town" establishes the other.
Native dishes ot the latter kind seem to
be faring hardly better, while the fact
that those twin concoctions, "The Con-
querors" and "The Tree of Knowledge"
made more money last jear In New York
than did all the Shakespearian dumplings
offered on. the road together, disposes of
the Mirror's assertion thatthe Bard of Avon Is the only real finan-
cial success served hot this year.

Comic opera appears to be losing none
of its attractiveness, largely because the
manner of Its dressing- - or the lack of
any at ait, cannot help but be allurlmj

to the palate. n"Stralght" comedy, too,
continues toq prosper, though there aro
left so few cooks w ho know how to pre-
pare it thata the supply may soon fall
short. B. Ma Holland told the w rlter not
long ago that, in his opinion, this style
of dish would s0on be more appreciated
than any other, and his 'prophecy bids
fair to comeitrue. Vaudeville Is too

ully made .and lacks variety In too
great a degree to be tasteful, while bur-
lesque, without beer and tobacco on the
side, has apparently gone out of fashion
altogether. Pantomime has never been In
vogue, the class of farce now being serv-
ed in Gotham is too highlj- - seasoned to
go an where else, and grand opera mi
only be enjoved by what Albert Chevalier
calls "carriage folk."

Hie successes of the season are "Cyra-
no do Bergerac" and "The Christian "
This fact lends considerable color to a
statement that, having partaken of dra-
matic charlotte russes and apple tarts
for a long period, the public Is coming
back to Its original fondness for good,
wholesome roast beef of the sort thatmay be eaten slowly and with benefit to
the entire sstcm. If this observation be
well grounded on truth the result cannot
but be good. A nation well fed. either
mentally or ph)sically, Is bound to prove
superior In the requirements of mind or
body. Certainly, while the taste m-i- be
to some extent a cultivated one. plain
food Is Infinitely more delicious than
cheap pastry or worthless sweets There
Is no more necessity for pretending to
enjo Shakespearian productions than for
affecting to like olives, nor is it praise- -

CIIUII.KS II. IltM'OUI), AT

worthy to go to the other extreme of
Tenderloin 'elai-tra- p and ralslned buns
Good fare, such as "Secret Service," "A
Fool of Fortune." "Charles O'Malle,"
"Diplomacy," "In Mizzoura." "What
Happened to Jones." "The Serenade,"
"Crano de Bergerac" or "David Gar-ric-

are Tn 'their respective lines, of-
fends neither the palate nor the stomach.
The demand seems to be somewhat In
that direction, and managers would do
well to follow it

But what a delightful comedy the
word farce doesn't apply In this Instance

Is "Becauso She Loved Him So." For
pure legitimacy of method and novelty
in theme, this work of William Gillette
and M. BIsson has not been surpissei
in a long time. The play is neither found-
ed on mistaken Identit) nor marital In-

fidelity, while its thorough cleanliness is
onl approached b the intense sjmpath
that clings about Its characters The
lines contain a degree of wit and the
situations a wealth of real humor that
Is delightful to an audience and encourag-
ing to authors who have claimed for
ears that nothing dramatic could bs

outside of established lines Cer-
tainly one could not ask for anything
more above the ordinary run than is "Be-
cause She Loved Him So." Only becausa
of the quiet charm of the piece aloes it
remind one occasionally of "A Pair of
Spectacles," in which John Hare achiev-
ed so much success in this country- - Mr.
Gillette's latest adaptation needs careful
pruning jet, ot course, and some of the
long bits of weary conversation must be
torn out by the roots, but there Is every
essential of success in the corned
whether It goes to New York or not .

Stuart Robson once said that the pub-
lic would Invariablj- - refuse to relinquish
old memories for new delights when
either was connected with things theatri-
cal He was largely right. Man of the
p!a8 of ears, than which we
seem to have seen nothing better In re-

cent seasons, would appear v ery poor and
tawdry in contrast with modern products.
And when tho two are placed together
one need not take long to abolish his self-plac-

halo of time. The general opin-
ion has always been that, while "The
Idol's Ee" was a charming opera, it
could bo compared in no wa to Mr. Dan-
iels's former success, "Tho Wizard of the
Nile." And yet when the two were done
together last week there seemed so little
reason for preferring the latter to the
former that some of the most enthusias-
tic were astonished. "The Idol's Ee" Is
a less artistic composition than Its pre-
decessor, but has a far better book,
while the opportunities for run to be
found in the one have no parallel In the
other. All this was recognized by those
w ho saw both pieces and probaoly proved
a source ot unlimited wonder.

There Is a man named Will A. Pago
and he writes for a local periodical call-
ed Tho Afterthought. Here is some-
thing he wrote last week:

Willie the Knocker held forth in the lobby
of the Sational Theater in this wise: (Perhaps
it is just as well to explain that Willie the
knocker writes pieces for the papers about plays )

"I want t(f see; a comic opera that has some-thin- c

new in it. I crave for 'the original. I
would banUli all crude, trite ideas. I sit through
the average comic opera, and then go out and
drink an ice cream aoda, even in the Winter
time I lonsr for ( the unattainable. I shudder
at Da Wolf Hopper's ideas of Eumor. I nearly
faint when I am forced to sit through a per-

formance of the usual Sousa opera. The Casino
idea of Tenderloin musical melange 13

not built ito suit mc. I confess that
I am foolish 'enough to draw the line
at the Botonians They are old, and the
know it I object to age. The people I have
mentioned and I could name a dozen more have
for jeara been regarded as the leading exponents
of that flimsy article known as comic opera I
object to this I want to turn the cartwheels of
time back a few jogs Either I mut transplant
rejselt into the past, or else I must stop goin
to the theater. It is grating on my ncnes. I
want to go lack to real comic opera of the kind
that went halt a century ago I want a few
other wants, also, but thee will do for the
present. I dont suppose my wants wilt ever
be nueu. 1 oon l caie n raj wutmu uivj c

or not. If I had what I wanted, I would want
bomcthing else. So I knock ever thing that
comes along. I say that art is bad, that the.
actors are poor, that cverjthing is wretched;
that the play is rotten I like to do so. Ah,
these are sorry times when a man cannot praise
a production. Poor plays;, poor people; poor
ever body."

A beautiful photograph of Mr. Channing
Pollock will be presented to anjone guessing who

lllie the Knocker is
Will A. Page is a very bright man and.

in consequence the remarks quoted are
falrlj' sclntlllant with wlL They" are so
clever,. Indeed, that The Times critic on
whom they are intended to reflect, takes

pleasure In copying them that they may
'reach public attention. He also begs that
their lnconsistensy and lack ot evident
sincerity be excused. For the lines are
really good and no one will deny the fact.
It might have occurred to Mr. Page,
however, that there is a slight difference
between ruthless condemnation and hon-
est criticism the sort of criticism that
alms to sink personal feeling In order to
correctlj- - advise plaj --goers to whom
the price of seats is considerable. This is
the sort of thing to which business man-
agers of local papers have consistently
objected, and to which Washlngtonians,
therefore, are not used. Perhaps the lack
of this prejudice In The Times is what
has misled Mr. Page Into tho bolief that
the reviews he mentions are always un-

favorable. Had he wished to prove this,
however, he should have been more for-
tunate In tho examples he names De
Wolf Hopper, Sousa, the Casino and the
Bostonlans The first two instances maj-b- e

summarilj' dismissed with the remind-
er that Mr. Hopper and "The Charlatan"
were praised by The Times as In no other
local paper. The critic referred to is not
ashamed to own that he does not relish
the average "Tenderloin musical me-

lange," and apparently few other
people do. from the manner In
which Delia Fox was treated here.
The very dailj on which Mr-- Page
works when not busy with the After-
thought heartily condemned "The Little
Host" not on Tuesday, when It might
have done theater-goer- s some good, but
on the Sunday after the company had left
town. The Times took occasion. It is true.

THE COI.LMUI V.

done

to remark on the da following the local
opening of the Bostonlans that the
company was becoming careless In 'ts
work and that It had lost comp-tMi- c.

This the sheet mentioned also did edito-
rially, though two das after the organi-
zation had closed here and when all dan-
ger of Its removing its advertising had
passed. Mr. Page hlmelf answers his
charge that "Willie the Knocker" wants
new matter and objects to age when he
credits that Individual with saving.
"Either I must transplant mjself into the
past or I must stop going to the theater."
The remainder of tho story speaks for
Itself. Its wit deserves commerdatlon.

This Is more than can be said of a lady
journalist named Frances Thornton, who
divides her space in the Afterthought be-
tween fulsome praise of Tim Slurph)
who pavs for one of the two theatrical
advertisements printed in the periodical-rema- rks

on how Dorothy Sherrod once
presented her with a white rose, erse
beginhlng "The ghost of Love mocks at
my stagnant heart," and contradiction of
The Times' claim that "The Carbetbag-ger- "

was written to fit Mr. Murph. Miss
Thornton saj--s It was not. We are grate-
ful to her for the information. We had
thought before that the piece was made
to order so cleverly that It did nothing
but fit we know now- - that it was bought
read --made and would have been unsight-
ly whether it fit or not.

FRIENDS OP LAST WEEK.

Someone has said that age and conse-
quent loss of beauty in an actress only
brings one of two s pov erty or char-
acter parts Whether this be true or not,
the rule can hardly be made to w ork both
wajs for certainlj all character-actresse- s

are not either old or homely. Leonora
Braham, who has one of the most im-

portant roles In "Because She Loved Him
So," Is a particularly striking woman.
She is possessed of a good form, large
eyes, a. fine mouth and several other
charms' for which many people would
give their heads and do spend their
money. Moreover, Miss Braham is
really an excellent actress so clever. In
fact, that one may doubt seriously if a
better has ever been seen here in the
line of labor she has taken up. Marie
Bates, whose regard for detail and depth
of understanding as exhibited In "Chim-ml- e

Fadden," marked her as one of tho
most notable products of the contem-
porary stage, presented no truer a por-traj- al

in her memorable impersonation
of Mrs. Murphy than the pla er at pres-
ent under consideration does with her
assumption of the manners and manner-
isms of the Spanish lady who provokes
the iolent affections of sober Mr. Marsh
in William Gillette's comedy. Miss Bra-
ham, though probably an English woman,
has evidently made herself thoroughly
familiar with the tjpe which she pre-
sents and the result Is a characterization
that one knows to be well drawn not
through having seen two or three such
persons In real life and understanding,
therefore, that the class exists, but because
the assumption Is so much a composite
that it seems to picture the entire race.
The dialect she speaks through the piece
is perfect, though not less so than her
pronunciation of the few Spanish words
uttered, and her entire make-u- p could
not bo Improved upon Speaking of de-
tail, too, if there is an one who can roll
and smoke a cigarette with more grace
than does Miss Braham she should be
engaged for the window of some to-
bacco shop. Most women smoke on the
stage as though the operation were ex-
tremely painful, but this clever actress
either does or appears to enjoy her
"coffin nail" with true tropic fervor. At
this date it may seem treason to admire
anything Spanish, but well. Miss Bra-
ham is an admirable) addition to Mr.
Frohman's roster, anyway.

In a somewhat extended experience
with variety theaters, the writer has
come across just two performers in any
degree worthy of the adjectives and
nouns with which their press agents
have described them. One of these en-

tertainers is Charles Barton, who has a
sincere appreciation ot his opportunities
and a rough knowledge of how to im-
prove them, nnd the other is Billy Van,
who surprised Washington last week: by
his work with the "Bohemian Bur-
lesquers " This performer-h- as been here
frequently before without exciting anj'
amount of comment, for hitherto he has
alwajs appeared In black-fac- e, and Van's
negro monologues are only a trifle less pa-
thetic than are those of Billy Emerson. But
the former comedian In an Irish part la

a different thing altogether and the suc-
cess of the show mentioned was, there-for- e,

almost entirely due to him. Van
has an excellent dialect and a keen under-
standing of the methods he employs to
provoke laughter. Without resorting to
horseplay In a more than usual degree,
he forces his individuality upon an audi-
ence so clearly that none of its membersare likely ever to forget him. He is to
be starred next year, and should provea success.

A slight mixture In names last week at
the Academy prevented one from know-
ing for a surety whether It was Mabel
Strickland or Madge Otis who plajed the
jounger daughter of the porkpacker In
"My Friend From India." Whichever itwas, though, deserves the greatest
credit for one of the most delightful Im-
personations of the sort ever seen here.
Nnlve and unaffected, pretty and grace-
ful, the lady in question pervaded
the whole piece and won more friends
and admirers than most people succeed
In attracting during a season. Miss
Otis or Miss Strickland deserv es some-
thing better than,a.,pajt with a popular-price- d

road conipanyT even if It be so
good a one as that seen here last week.

Margaret Mayo came back to us on
Monday in "Because She Loved Him So"
and more than duplicated the good Im-
pression she had made here during the
Summer. Miss Maj o is one of the bright-
est, daintiest, most artistic little women
who ever trod across the stage in ankle
skirts and said respectful things to the
leading woman-- She has a brilliant
future and It she progresses as she has
lately it may be a present within a very
few months

There doesn't seem to be any particular
reason why Shakespearean stars and
those presenting pastoral drama should
Invariably be supported by companies
that make one homesick, but such Is the
case. Denman Thompson, who brought
his "Old Homestead" to the Lafaette
List week, is something of an exception to
this rule, but he has never yet come to
town without at least four incapable play-
ers in his organization probably intend-
ing to throw the. worth of the other peo-
ple Into greater prominence by contrast.
The worst of these seen recently is Fred
Clare, the Happy Jack so familiar to
church folk. Mr. Clare lias the one merit
of being unusual unusual! bad. Only a
man of genius could have understood how
to get so little out of lines as this gentle-
man does. He rattles off humorous
speeches without regard to emphasis and
chants pathetic ones In a manner that
would have seemed to prove that he had
doubled as a choir singer in the street
scene ot the third act were It not for a
certain ragtime staccato thrown into the
bargain Mr. Clare should be given a va-

cation for bis sake and that of the public.
Annie Thompson, John Barker. Celia Bar-
ker and a few others might be submitted
to the same operation without fear of
the combination losing its popularltv

TINY TALKS.

"The bands were playing cneerfullj and
the bojs were elllng fearfully" last
Tuesday night when a Times man reach-
ed the National Theater and invaded the
sacred precincts of the manager's office
that he might find someone willing to
vouch for his reliability as an Interviewer
to Ida Conquest. This was not found to be
a matter of great difficulty, and so, with-

in something like fiv e. minutes" space, the
critic and the actress were chatting- to-

gether. In reply to a question from the
ftm-name- d personage. Miss Conquest
said. "I hard! know whether to believe
that beauty is essential to success on
the stage or not. Standards of appear-
ance differ so that it Is hard to find ex-

amples that will assist In proving either
theory. Tew ieopIe would accuse Min-

nie Maddern Fiske of being fine looking,
and et I have seen her when she was at-

tractive to a wonderful degree Certain-
ly, art should overcome such minor con-

siderations as phsical charm, and jet
no one will deny that a handsome girl
has a far better chance or realizing her
ambitions in a theatrical line than would
be possessed by her less fortunate sister.
You and I both know of people who have
won fortune and reputation behind the
footlights without any further recom-

mendation thanhat afforded by an ly

pleasing face and a good figure.
But such an occurrence is getting more
and more improbable every day. Most
women who adopt this profession for a
living are at least passable in appear-
ance, while judiciojs make-u- p and care-
ful dressing make the percentage of at-
tractive actresses so large that one must
be far more than ordinarily charming to
win any special attention. Of course, oc-

togenarians cannot be given juvenile
roles, and It is doubtful If a homely man
or woman with only average ability could
win svmpathy in characters- supposed to
be interesting and lovable. But I do
think that cleverness should be worth
more than big ees, and intelligence than
a prettj form. And what is more, I be-

lieve they are '

Denman Thompson came down into the
corridor of the Arlington last week look-
ing hale and heartj', but showing most
of the slxtj-fiv- e jeara that have passed
over his head. lie was accompanied by
his son, a mantj -- appearing joung fel-
low, who seems to be something of a
staff to his father. "I have steadfastly re-
fused to be Interv lew ed for sev eral j ears,"
quoth the old gentleman, walking in the
direction of the Lafajette. "Mj memory
is rather bad and I have not tried to
keep account of the manj things that
teem to interest newspaper bojs who
want to know about me and my plaj-- . I
have no idea how frequentlj- - I have ap-
peared as Josh and couldn't come within
a hundred times of sajlns how oftn
Tho Homestead' has been sjlven. At the
theater we can get a book which gives
all these details and which will serve
jour purpose."

Once at tho Lafaj ette and In possession
of the volume mentioned, Mr. Thompson
began to show signs of repenting his de-
cision regarding interviews and retained
possession of the little pamphlet long
enough to go over portions of it In on
Interestingly reminiscent vein. 'This is
my picture," he remarked, "and a good
one It is, though taken several years ago.
Then ov er hero Is a wood cut of the place
where I was born. It Is a log cabin, and
was built by mj-- father with his own
hands I first saw the light of day In
Pennsj Ivania, though my drama Is
located In New Hampshire, where I have
lived many jears This couple Is my
parents, and this Is a portion of my home
in Swanzej-- . It Is a prettj' place. Here
arc two programs of performances in
which I appeared years ago, once in a
farce called 'A Virginia Mummj" and
again in the title role of 'Uncle Tom's
Cabin ' The rest of these are scenes from
'The Homestead.' This drama was writ-
ten in 1S73 In the form of a sketch
and w as called 'Joshua Whitcomb.' From
that it slowly broadened into Its present
form. Anything else you want to know
maj' be gotten from the book. I thought
everj-- newspaper man In the countr) had
one of them. They were written by
James Jay Brady,and when I discovered
that thty were to be sold In the theater
I bought up the whole lot and gave them
to my fi.'ends. If I should drop oft sud-den-

they might prove useful, eh?"
The Times man expressed tho hope that

such an ejent might be delnjed many
seasons yet, and, shaking hands with the
author of the most successful pla of
modern times, kept on down the sret to
his office.

"Hello." was the somewhat brief an-
swer vouchsafed a Times man when he
called up Helen Redmond over the tele-
phone last Wednesday afternoon. "Hello,"
the charming little singer repeated, after
a moment bad been spent at the other
end of the wire In getting a pencil ready
for Jotting down what might be said be-
yond the expression ot greeting.

"Hello," repeated the Interviewer, "this
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Is The Times dramatic man and he wants
to talk with you for publication Sandar."

"Oi what?"
"Anything."
"For example "
"Do jou like Herbert's music?"
"I certainly do. Indeed, I hardly think

it probable that the composer haa a
warmer admirer than I am. His workpossesses for me a warmth and color andrhjthm rare in even th iai nnarntf
scores s. It has often occurredto mo that if some process might be in-
vented by which musicians could be en-
abled to remain In company one consecu-
tive hour without quarreling a great deal
jiiiKiic ue none with a collaboration by
Victor Herbert nnd .Tnhn phiiin a..,..
The quaint, delightful waltzes of the oneand the stirring marches of the other
oi.uuiu ue successrui combined both ar-
tistically and financially."

"Who wnnM vmt daTo... - - .l. iu supply uielibretto for that remarkable effort?"" " bm"h- - There Is no one inthis COUntrV Who rnn ur4tk !... .. I II
and jingling lyrics produced by Mr. Smith.

' p'ols are excellent and hissituations remarkably clever. Werelaughter, bullets n,i ,. .
neither The Wizard of the Nile' nor Theluum .e- - would be serviceable afterbeing once presented. Next to Mr. Smith'swork I prefer that nf tthv. vr- .i
rest of the lot are pretty close together
." ij esumaiioiu or course, my opin-
ions in thft mnttar- ..,.. I i- i,j mivB uven pre-judiced but they are honest at all eventa.... mat- - iiu you want me to sa r"Tis."

"Good-bye.- "

"I am tn hnr. .. n-- -.

day. Miss Redmond."

"I have a KtnrHnf 'Kii f ,.- - ..

ant it wont Ieae me," quoth Billy Van
-- -- , , suite. Accoruinulv I amgoing out at the head of my own com-pany In a piece to be called 'A Misfit Ho-tel. ve are giving the last act of theHtM,'3 a? afterP'e. under thef'l1 rambled Egg.' but will make

S. f chanSea re we use itrfJre, L" Plenty of room ar orsa'"Ions of any sortV' hOP! f sCCeSS. So I'llsee ou next season."

Sas Margaret llajo: "My but jou
!n"v-re:!!lz- e bow sood il seen3 to he back

a,shl"et0D- - I 'airly looked forwardto arriving as though It were my home.
Tork ,s the centr ofthings theatrical, and all that, but If Icould be Independent and comfortable Ishould spend all my time here. If thereis a Columbia Stock Company next Sum-mer and someone will make me an offerto joint It you'll see me back in this cityquicker than an thing. So if you reallvare a friend of mine,

' pray for my re-turn.

?.C. '' were lrue 'hat kissing U unhealth-Iti- l,
that abbreviated comedian. FrankDaniels, remarked th- - other day "Ishould be the most chronic-- Invalid" whoever chewed on a cup of bullion. Duringmy brief career before the public I haveembraced enough girls to require the ser-

vices of a rubber lip protector. I don'tknow whether my librettists are all in aleague with some experimenting doctorwhether they dilr. to make me famousby tho Olga Nethersote and John C Rice
meinou, or whether they merel have agrudge against me for nt ofback roaltIes, but ever- - manuscript I'veseen In the last the years has been so
tautologic-- so unanimous In Its expression
of the underlined words, kisses her.' thatI am thinking of having my books-writte- n

in China, where Mr. Klein says thatosculation Is unknown. Then, every timethe authors who build things around meget at a loss and simply Insert the expla-
nation, 'business.' my stage manager in-
sists that such a recommendation means
that I should go the rounds of everyone
in my company and present souvenirs ofthe fiftieth performance. Really, you
know. I am tired of being considered inthe light of a matrimonial training schooL
And then when I must bear the envy ofthe small boys m the audience, the ha-
tred of the girls' best fellows, the malice
of everj-- woman In the houe and thegrins of tho stage hands, things get toopathetic for utterance. Since I bvssan thissort of thine- I have hnrt r m- - ,-

ing onions, drinking coffee and smoking
eigais-- mr me sak.e 01 my breath; have
been requested to raise a moustache, stop
painting my lins and ppt- n nun. Tii-h.- in
different members of the chorus, while a
lever Duster Decomes a malady that ne-
cessitates my temporarj retirement from
the stase and fe.ii-- nf , ...- - - v. 0....' ait uu tgrown mouth has gotten to be the bane
ui my existence. Ily wife is against the
business, my little boj suspects me openly
ard I nrjself am getting disgusted with
the whole affair,. If this keeps up I'm
goinff to steal a vacation and trj-- to in-
vent an automatic dummy to take my
place in the kissing scenes of mj operas."

PRESS AGENTS' ROUND TABLE.

Thomas A. McICee, who Is this ear
representing Charles B. Hanford, came
to town the other day and called at Th
Times. The course of conversation led
to a joint perusal of the dramatic page
and Mr. McKee's attention was caugnt
by the line which heads this co.umn.

"Whafs that?" he asked.
"Oh," remarked his companion, "it

serves to designate the professional lies
you advance men tell."

"Hump!" quoth Mr. McKee. And then,
after a moment: "That title Is like chari-
ty It covers a multitude of sins " Hi3
friend said It did. And It does.

The leading lady of Charles B. Han-
ford's company this jear is Mane Drof-
nah, who is in private life the wife of
her star. It is by Spelling her married
name backward that one arrives at the
nom du theater. Upon Mrs. Hanford's
debut she was cast in a part whica acted
as a foil for that of her husband, and, as
the management thought that a knowl-
edge ot the marital relations between
them would spoil the romance for thtlr
audience, the cognomen u-- ed at present
was selected.

The plaer was born in Philadelphia,
but most of that portion of her life not
spent on the stage has been given to do-

mestic duties at her home in this city-H-

desire to so into theatricals came
when, as a child, she saw "Cinderella"
performed at the Walnut Street Theater
in the Quaker town. Thenceforward she
was constantly dabbling in amateur dra-
matics, and undoubtedly received some
valuable experience while so engaged.
Her romance with 3Ir. Hanford as Its hero
also begun before she had more than
gotten into her teens, and her entrance
into the profession was made shortly after
their marriage. Mrs. Ilanford first ap-
peared as Jenny Northcote in Gilbert's
"Sweethearts," which led to the chang-
ing of her professional name, as related
above. Soon after, with her husband, she
joined Steele Mackae's "Money Mad"
company, p'ajing the Ingenue role of
Gurtha Graham. Later on she Is said to
have made a decided hit as Maria in
Twelfth Night," next being seen in "The

Man Without a Country" and "Olaf."
She was Sarah Skes in the nll-et- ar cast
headed by Joseph Haworth when It pre-
sented "Rosedale," served as Ieadlrg lady
wlth Mr. Hanford on his starring tours
and held an important position In the sup-
port of the late Thomas W. Keene. Mr.
McKee says that she Is a handsome and
capable woman.

R was while James IC Hackett was so
HI with typhoid fever last winter in. New
York that an incident occurred that
should forever quiet those who have call-
ed the actor "only a matinee girls favor-
ite." As the leading man of the Lyceum
Company became convalescent he notic-
ed that his room was decorated every
morning with a bunch ot pure white ros-
es. Upon inquiry he found that they
were left him daily, without a card or
message of any kind. The taste display-
ed In their selection, the ribbons with
which the were tied and the manner of
tho givinir nil suggested the hand of
woman and so It was with more than
ordinary Interest that, upon his recovery.
Mr. Hackett rose early one day and


